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Rule 12.3 and 23 Kb U. 
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IX) The follow in documcnl has not yd been furnished; 

|^<J copy o( ihc ciiriJcr iippllLiiibn whoso priorily has been claimed (Rule J and 66.7(a)| 

I I ifansliition of 1 he earlier applicfition whoSf? prlyrliy has licen clahiied <Ruie 43Ihs. 1 and 66.7(b ti- 

Consequently il hits not bi:;en pc^^i^^lblv consider ihc validiiy of ihe pnority duini. Thi* (rpinian haa ncvorlheltiss been eslAbliahed on 
ihc iiasuniption the! thcrclcvunl dale in ihe dninied priorily dm& 

[ I I'hia opinion ha» been eaablisbtsd jis if no priorily had been cliiinied du« to rhe fiici Thai rhe priority claim has been found invalid 
(Rules 43/>/.s,i and 64.1 1. ThaR for the pOq^vseft of ihU opinion, ihc iniemalional filing dale indlcaiifd ahovt; Is considered lo he Ihe 
reldvani date 
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KcustMicd stQtcmiiDt under Rult 43bifiLira)(U with rtgard lo novdl^^, JuvenUvc- step or Industdnl appUdtbility; 
citalions and oxplanationa aupporUna aach stalemcnl 



Noivdiy<N) 

Tndoarial dpplicabflity (1 A) 



Claims 1-14 
Claims 



CI Aims 



Claims 1-^14 
Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YtiS 
NO 



2. Cllarlons und £»xplandiions: 

1 The present opinion makes reference to the following 

documents ; 

Dl: PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN Vol. 1995, No. 04, 
31 May 1995 (1995-05-31) JP 7 018494 A 

(PARKER ENG KK) , 20 January 1995 (1995-01-20) 

D2: US 6 372 107 Bl (LACHENMAIER KLAUS ET AL) 
16 April 2002 (2002-04-16) 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 



2.1 The present application does not meet the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1)/ because the 
subject matter of claim 1 does not involve an 
inventive step within the meaning of PCT Article 
33(3) . 



2.2,1 Document Dl is regarded as the closest prior art 
to the subject matter of claim 1. It discloses 
(the references in parentheses relate to said 
doc"ument) a method for the elect rodeposition 
painting of electrically conductive, three- 
dimensionally shaped substrates (AA) in a 
throughflow system, which comprises 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No, V) diinuary 20(Uj 



FromlFitzner & MUnch 



02102 46851 



30/03/2006 12:35 #318 P.016/020 



WRirreN opinion of the 

JNTE1WAT10NAL SEAKCHING AUTOORITY 



InlomoJionai appJicmion No . 

PCT/EP2004/004319 



Box No. V Kcus^ncd sXAUmvnL under KuJe 43bi&l(u)(i) with regard to novdty, IhVcjilj ve eusp or illdustliiil uppHcubiUiy; 

cHaUoiisand escptaiiattons Hupporling such stfttenienl 

- an electrodepos±t±on paint basin (12), 
containing the electrodeposition paint, 

an overflow basin (13b) , containing the 
electrodeposition paint, 

- at least one circulating pump (16b) for 
sucking out the electrodeposition paint at 
the bottom of the overflow basin (13b)/ 

- at least one circulating pump (6a) for 
sucking out the electrodeposition paint at 
the bottom of the opposite end (3a) of the 
electrodeposition paint basin (12) from the 
overflow basin (13b) r 

- at least two flow pipes for returning the 
electrodeposition paint which has been sucked 
out by the circulating pumps (16b) and (6a) 
to the electrodeposition paint basin (12) at 
the base of the latter, in such a manner that 
a directed basin flow (DD) is produced and 
maintained in the longitudinal direction in 
the electrodeposition paint basin (12), 

the basin flow (DD) in the region of the 
basin base being directed oppositely to the 
basin flow (DD) in the region of the surface 
of the bath, and 

- at least one conveyor device (111) 
provided with devices for transporting the 
substrates (AA) to the electrodeposition 
paint basin (12), wherein the substrates (2) 



II, with the aid of the conveyor device or 
conveyor devices (111) 
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II. 1 are supplied to the iinmersion area 
of the electrodeposition paint bath (12) 
via the overflow basin (13b) , and 

II. 5 are subjected to further machining 
after they have been removed, 

the electrodeposition paint which is sucked 
out by means of the circulating pumps (16b) 
and (6a) being returned via the flow pipes to 
the base of the electrodeposition paint basin 
(12) in such a manner, and a directed basin 
flow (DD) being produced and maintained so as 
to flow in the direction of transport in the 
region of the basin base and oppositely to 
the direction of transport of the substrates 
(AA) in the region of the surface of the 
basin (cf. paragraphs [0009] - [0021] and 
figures 3 and 5) . 



from what is known from Dl by virtue of the fact 
that the method comprises rotating and immersing 
the substrates in the electrodeposition paint 
bath at one end thereof in the immersion area, 
transporting the substrates through the 
electrodeposition paint bath in the longitudinal 
direction and rotating and removing the 
substrates from the electrodeposition paint bath 
at its other end, as seen in the direction of 
transport of the substrates, in the removal 
area, wherein the substrates 



2.1.2 



The subject matter of claim 1 therefore differs 
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PCT/EP2004/OO4319 


Box No. V 


Ucsujonod gtalbUient under HiiJe4.3brx.J(s»ja) with rc^isrd Lo novdlly, iiivunUvestep or Indwctnal applicability; 
d inti uns and oxplanaU ons Kupp (irUnj; enich nIbIcdi en (. 




1- are disposed in the form of a 
anode and 


cathode or 



II. 2 as they are being immersed in the 
electrodeposition paint basin are rotated, 
about a horizontal axis of rotation that 
is perpendicular to the direction of 
transport, at an angle of > IOC in 
relation to the original position thereof, 

II • 3 are passed through the electro- 
deposition paint basin and coated in their 
new orientation. 



II. 4 during removal from the electro- 
deposition paint basin in the removal area 
are rotated back into the original 
position about a horizontal axis of 
rotation that is perpendicular to the 
direction of transport. 

The problem addressed by the present invention 
can therefore be considered that of ensuring 
that, by rotating the substrates, less sediment 
or even no sediment whatsoever is formed on 
their outer sides. 

The solution proposed in claim 1 of the present 
application cannot be considered inventive for 
the following reasons (PCT Article 33(3)): the 
steps of the method mentioned above in point 
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cltiityonx atnd cyptiumUom^- wipportini; such sttitcniisnl 



2.1.2 are known from D2 (cf. column 8, line 32 
to column 89, line 35 and column 19, line 41 to 
column 20, line 38 and figures 1-3, 23) , with 
the same effects also being achieved (column 2, 
lines 36-58) . 



2.1.5 Therefore, a person skilled in the art, to solve 
the problem of interest, would combine all the 
features disclosed in Dl and D2 with one 
another, without thereby being inventive - 
Consequently, the solution proposed in the 
independent claim 1 cannot be considered 
inventive (PCX Article 33 <3)). 



3 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 13 



3,1 The present application does not meet the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1), because the 
subject matter of claim 13 does not involve an 
inventive step within the meaning of PCT Article 
3 3 (3) • In accordance with the arguments given above, 
the throughflow system for carrying out ttie method 
according to claim 13 also does not appear to 
involve an inventive step. 



4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-7, 10-12, 14 

Dependent claims 2-7, 10-12, 14 do not contain any 
features which, in combination with the features of 
any claim to which they refer back, meet the PCT 
requirements for inventive step (PCT Art. 33(3)), 
since all the features of these claims appear to be 
known in combination with a known effect and/or 
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appear to involve minor variants within the scope of 
normal practice of a person skilled in the art . 
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